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The meeting was called to order by Board President Kathy Kolupanowich at 7:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE  

Ms. Michele Arminio  

Mr. Marvin Braverman  

Mr. Ken Chiarella  

Ms. Jill DeMaio 

Ms. Kathy Kolupanowich 

Ms. Patricia Lang (via teleconference) 

Ms. Dawn Quarino 

Mr. Steven Riback 

Mr. Frank Russo 

 

JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT  

Mr. Paul Rutsky 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Dr. Michael G. Kozak, Superintendent of Schools 

Dr. Dori L. Alvich, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

Mr. Michael C. Gorski, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT 

Ms. Sreeja Mamillapalli 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – approximately 152 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call, the Board Secretary read the following statement: 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the Monroe 

Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the 

date, time and place thereof posted June 8, 2018: 

 

1. At all schools, 

2. Home News Tribune, 

3. Cranbury Press, and 

4. Filed with the Clerk of the municipality. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback to approve the minutes for the 
Public Board of Education Meeting held on April 25, 2018. Motion carried with Ms. Quarino 
abstaining.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback to approve the minutes for the 
Closed Session Meeting held on April 25, 2018. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio opposing and 
Mr. Russo and Ms. Quarino abstaining.  
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A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Chiarella to approve the minutes for the 
Public Board of Education Meeting held on May 9, 2018. Motion carried with Ms. Lang 
abstaining.  
 
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback to approve the minutes for the 
Closed Session Meeting held on May 9, 2018. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio opposing and 
Ms. Lang and Ms. Quarino abstaining.  
 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION ESSAY CONTEST 

Ms. Bonnie Caselletto, Supervisor of Science and Social Studies, and Mr. John Keterba, Monroe 

Township Historical Preservation Commission recognized the following Essay Contest winners 

and presented an award certificate to those in attendance: 

 

Srinidhi Kovi   Sarah Fattah   Sohum Patel    

Robert Hode   Lauren Carrier   Jessica Carrieri      

Ashana Patel   Shivani Patel   Sneh Patel      

Jillian Milano   Hargun Kohli              Krishna Patel    

Revva Plaluri   Amya Gulati 

                1st place – Katie Gallagher                 2nd place – Birkaran Sadhar 

ACADEMIC AND ATHLETIC STUDENT RECOGNITION 

Mr. Gregor Beyer, Supervisor of Athletics and Physical Education reported that MTHS had a 

phenomenal year for sports, adding that the school also won the County Sportsmanship Award 

for all sports. Mr. Beyer reported that the Girls Bowling Team won the Sectional Championship 

and the Group III State Championship; the Boys Bowling Team won the division title; the Boys 

Varsity Ice Hockey Team the Boys Lacrosse Team competed in the county finals and won the 

Divisional Championship; the Girls Varsity Lacrosse Team won the GMC Championship; and 

the Competition Cheer Team won the State and National Championship.  

 

Dr. Kozak, Dr. Alvich, Mr. Michael Gorski and Ms. Kolupanowich congratulated and presented 

a certificate to the following student athletes: 

 

Varsity Ice Hockey  

Marino Lupo  Matthew Skobelev Michael Benedetti Anthony Lane 

Jonathan Petrow Michael Conover Matthew DeLuca Bryant Skurbe 

Michael Russo  Vincent Foresta Austen Poye  Kenneth Helmold 

Jacob Bailey  Dominic Micalizzi James Siravo  Charles Burkshot 

Gleb Veremyev Anthony Zito  Max Tucker  Kyle Lange 

James Petrie  Samuel Fishteyn 

 

Girls Lacrosse Varsity Roster 

Kaley Battoglia Celia Braswell  Teresa Buffolino Sydney Dolan 

Katie Gallagher Paige Gandy  Olivia Hyrmoc Amanda Laezza 

Kendall Lamauro Sam Lavan  Nyla McCloskey Ashley Palmer 

Ashley Patten  Emmy Regan  Rosie Regan  Jill Reina  

Liz Skobelev  Ashley Tarsillo Abby Viola  Christina Wang 

 

Boys Lacrosse Varsity Roster 
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Christian Cipolletta  Jack Cusanelli   Mike Favaloro    Kenny Fernandes      
Christian Giannola  Ty Hibbitts    Jordan Perry  Ethan Biscette 
Anthony Abreu   Mike Cavallo  Robert Dorian  Sal Fama   
Issac Hernandez    Jon Louro   Christian OHare  Vinnie Pucciarelli           
Sean Sosnak    Conner White   Matt Mekhail  Kevin McCauley 
Brian Kokal   Brandon Scott  Mason Grossman  Josh Estavilla 
Jamie Tepe   Matthew Dorian Conor Gabilanes         Zach Seppi 
Tim Tuen   Tim Dowd  AJ Gabilanes  Stephen Angelo 
Chris Cataballatta    
 

Girls Bowling Central Jersey Group 4 State Sectional Championship 

Bridget Bolan  Nina Carey  Gabrielle Casella Kayleigh Craver 

Shannon Glynn Alexa Hnath  Victoria Stasicky Hanna Touri 

 

Boys Bowling Greater Middlesex County Championship 

Jacob Chin  Louie Folgore  Joseph Hoehler Douglas Hoven 

Tyler Kresan  Devin Maddox Ryley McKiernan Riyaz Mohamed 

Zachary Waynor 

 

Competition Cheer Team 
Rebecca Antonacci  Amanda Antonacci  Gianna Arcaro 
Alexandra Cirlincione  Natalie Depalma  Graciella Esandrio 
Daniella Frantz  Dani Goldstein  Brianna Gorhan 
Maya Herbstman  Danni Higgins   Alexis Holland  
Margaret Kapoor  Ashley Kozar    Alexis Lehr 
Ava Maddox   Dyanna Maresca   Sydney Marinelli 
Sarah Menninger                    Emily Oge                               Juliana Primavera 
Sofia Ramirez                         Nicole Ryan                            Taylor Spalding 
 

 

 

Mr. Zachary Moralda, Supervisor of Arts, Technology acknowledged the following students for 

their achievements and presented certificates to those in attendance:  

 

DECA State Winners  Advisor: Ms. Debbie Stapenski 

Saanya Lingineni  -                      Top written test - Marketing Communications 

Nidhi Saliian -                              Top written test - Sports & Entertainment Marketing 

Nidhi Salian and Leann Rego -    Top role play award - Sports & Entertainment Marketing 

Manasi Raj and Eman Amir -       Top role play award - Buying and Merchandising  

Brian Hilyard -                              Top role play award - Accounting  

Riyana Doshi -   Top written test (State and National Level) - Marketing Management  

 

FBLA State Winners  Advisor:  Ms. Deanna Dale 
General Business Comprehension  
Fall Competition 
Pranay Narang  
Megha Jain 
 
Spring Competition 
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Rhea Bandaru 
Saanya Linginemi 
Faraaz Khan - Mobile Application Development - 1st place at the FBLA SLC 

State Competition (National Bracket) LIFESMARTS  
Ritik Patel             Akhilesh Reddy Abhijeet Regatte 
Namit Sharma   Rhonish Nair 
 

MTHS Chorus     Advisor: Ms. Arielle Klein 

All State Mixed Chorus 

Gabriella Jimenez 

Kausthub Vedantham 

Antonio Zarco 

     

All State Treble Chorus 2018 

Trisha Shringare 

Amanda Skuraton 

Jessica Skuraton 

Taylor Viana 

      

MTHS Band  Advisors: Mr. Marty Griffin and Mr. Alfred Hadinger 

Monique Legaspi - Region II Band 

                                All State Band 

 Manan Bhatt -        Region II Orchestra 

 Varoon Raghav -    Region II Percussion Ensemble 

 Nakhil Tangeklla - Region II Percussion Ensemble 

 Graham Kozak -    Army All American Marching Band 

 

FCCLA State Competition Advisors: Ms. Pam Valvano & Amanda Docherty 

Fashion Runway Career 

Julia Bondea 1st Place Perfect Score 

Fashion Runway Evening 
Rhea Handa 1st Place Gold 
  
Fashion Runway Sportswear 
Abigail DiRico 1st Place (tied) 
Christina Urbano 1st Place (tied) 
  
Sewing for Service  
Amanda Leibowitz-1st Place 

Storybook Ethics  
Cristen Belko, Amy Borsak, Lauren Robol 1st Place 
Emma Ferguson, Riley Wolven 1st Place (tied) 
 
Accessories  
Monica Santiago- 1st Place Perfect Score 
 
State Teen Arts 2018 – 2019 Tour   Advisor: Ms. Maria Naumik 
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Jessica Skuraton 
Simone Girgis 
Caroline Albert 
Carmee Remolado 
 

RECOGNITION OF RETIREES 
Board President Kathy Kolupanowich, Dr. Kozak, Dr. Alvich and Mr. Gorski recognized, thanked 
and presented awards to the following retirees that were in attendance: 

Martha Belmont  Rosalie Lidzbarski  Nancy DeBella 

Maureen Prusakowski  Barbara Groza   Deborah Scott 

Patricia Russo   Joan Kofke   Beth Goldstein 

Linda Collura   Debra Stoller   Susan Lowery 

Geri Sullivan   Mryna Klein   Larga Green 

 

 

END OF THE YEAR PRESENTATION ON DISTRICT GOALS 

Dr. Kozak provided the Board and members of the public a presentation on the District Goals/ 

All Student Achieving Plan. The presentation included an overview of the District Goals and the 

progress of the Achievement Plan; how data has been used this past year; means of 

communication to the community; technology; referendum efforts and growth concerns.  

 

Ms. Arminio thanked Dr. Kozak for all his hard work and efforts on improving the district and 

added that she would like to see him stay with the district.  

 

STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORT  

Ms. Mamillapalli reported the following: MTHS FBLA students plan to attend a conference in 

Baltimore; a few high school students will be attending the American Legion Boys & Girls State 

Leadership Program; and a blood drive was held at the High School on June 5th.  

On behalf of all students, Ms. Mamillapalli thanked the staff for a wonderful school year. 

  

Ms. Kolupanowich reported that Student Board Member Stefani Scalisi was unable to be present 

this evening. Ms. Kolupanowich thanked her for her service to the Board for the past two years. 

Ms. Kolupanowich stated some of Stefani’s accomplishments and contributions during her four 

years at MTHS and wished her the best on behalf of the Board.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Ms. Jill DeMaio, Chairperson of the Curriculum Committee, stated that the committee met earlier 
this evening and reviewed curriculum documents for Functional Social Studies and World 
Cultures. Ms. DeMaio reported that the committee discussed the Homework Policy and specified 
the timeline of events from the committee and added that there were three separate sub-committees 
within the committee that focused on Research, Policy & Regulation and Surveys. Dr. Alvich 
added that the proposed policy and regulation will be presented to the policy committee in July.  
 
Mr. Steven Riback, Chairperson of the Personnel Committee, stated that the committee met on 
June 5th and reviewed the job descriptions for the following; Teacher of ELL, Transportation 
Secretary, Dispatcher, and the Coordinator of Student Transportation Services. Mr Riback further 
reported that the committee is recommending contracts for the Business Administrator, Assistant 
Superintendent and Board Attorney.  
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Ms. Michele Arminio, Chairperson of the Policy Committee, reported that the committee met and 
reviewed the Policy 8561 / Procurement Procedures for School Nutrition Programs and continued 
a discussion on Policy 7446 School Security Program. Ms. Arminio briefed board members on the 
topics that were covered at the NJSBA School Security and Student Safety seminar that she 
attended on June 1, 2018. Ms. Arminio further reported that the committee had a discussion 
regarding outside activities relating to staff members and conflicts of interest. Adding that the 
discussion is ongoing and they are still working on those policies.  
 
Mr. Paul Rutsky, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, stated that the committee met on June 

5th and reported the following: 

 

The committee recommended entering into the Hunterdon County Educational Services 

Commission Cooperative Pricing Agreement. Mr. Rutsky added that there is no fee to join the 

purchasing consortium.   
  

Mr. Gorski introduced the elimination of transportation petty cash by creating an account with 

EZ Pass, which now accepts purchase orders. This method can save anywhere between 15 to 

20% on each toll. The committee agreed with the recommendation. 
  

The committee was updated on the 18/19 lease purchase financing of equipment.   
 

The committee was notified that there was only one bid received for the RFP for Food Service 

Managing Company, Metz Culinary Management. The agreement states a guarantee profit of 

$95,000.00 before depreciation. Mr. Rutsky stated that approximately $200,000.00 will be used 

to replace existing equipment through Keystone Purchasing Network (KPN). The committee 

recommended the agreement with KPN to the full Board for consideration. 
  
Through the efforts of the Jamesburg Administration the past few years, Mr. Rutsky presented a 
check from the Jamesburg BoE to the Monroe Township BoE in the amount of $100,000.00 to be 
used towards attendance arrearage. 
    
A motion was made by Mr. Rutsky and seconded by Mr. Riback that the members of the Monroe 
Township Board of Education approve and accept the $100,000.00 installment payment and direct 
the Business Administrator/Board Secretary to apply said payment against the outstanding tuition 
arrears from Jamesburg Schools to the Monroe Township Board of Education. Roll call 10-0-0-0-
0. Motion carried.   
 
PUBLIC FORUM   
Anthony Prezioso 8 Equestrian Way - expressed support for Dr. Kozak and inquired about the 

non-renewal notification letter that he received. Ms. Kolupanowich responded that she will not 

be speaking on Dr. Kozak’s contract.  

 

Betty Saborido 2 Barrymore Drive – spoke in support for Dr. Kozak and read an unanimous 

letter found in the media center. The letter was signed by concerned district employees.  

 

Prakash Parab 33 Dayna Drive - inquired about the non-renewal process of Dr. Kozak and 

requested information regarding the criteria for the internal posting for the acting superintendent. 

Ms. Kolupanowich responded that the criteria is listed in the posting.  
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Krishna Teknale 11 Jake Place – inquired what the Board is doing to get more state aid and what 

the next step for the referendum is, adding that the interest rates are going up. Ms. Kolupanowich 

explained the guidelines for planning a referendum and referenced recent communication with 

legislators.  

 

Raghunath Chitturi 22 Green Ash Street – spoke about unified homework platform and stated 

that not all teachers are following the same format for homework. Dr. Alvich responded that the 

district is introducing Schoology, a homework information program which should be 

implemented district wide in a few years. Next, Mr. Chitturi stressed some concerns regarding 

unsatisfactory bathroom facilities at Oak Tree School and the Middle School. Mr. Gorski 

respectively disagreed and stated that there are two custodian shifts at those schools and the 

facilities are cleaned and monitored and added that all facilities are also monitored by Public 

Entity Occupational Safety Hazard (PEOSH) as well.    

 

Ram Ranganath 6 Owens Drive - congratulated all the students on their recognitions this evening 

as well as the staff for their efforts in raising the district numbers. Mr. Ranganath stressed his 

disappointment that the referendum failed and stated that he feels the Board is holding up 

another referendum. Ms. Kolupanowich explained the process with putting a referendum 

forward.   

 

Chrissy Skurbe 21 Preakness Drive - spoke in regards to the contracts for the Business 

Administrator, Assistant Superintendent and Board Attorney and asked the Board not to approve 

them. 

 

Lou Masters 9 Makalya Court - Inquired if Mr. Gorski was the only OPRA Custodian for the 

district. Mr. Gorski responded yes and explained that some OPRA requests contain thousands of 

documents that contain information that by law cannot be released and need to be redacted by the 

legal counsel.  Considering the amount of OPRA requests, Mr. Masters inquired if Mr. Gorski 

would estimate that the Board is in the black with having Ms. Smith on staff. Mr. Gorski 

responded yes, with Ms. Smith’s appointment the district has saved approximately $100,000.00 

to $150.000.00 annually as opposed to out sourcing the legal work.   

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 
PERSONNEL 
A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Mr. Rutsky that Personnel Items A- BS be 
approved by consent roll call. Mr. Russo expressed concern regarding a part time employee who 
was transferred to a full time position without a posting.  Dr. Kozak responded that he looked 
into it and it was an involuntary transfer. Mr. Russo requested a report of the paper trial for this 
particular incident. Mr. Russo thanked Dr. Kozak for the list of staff and budget by department 
and requested that these details be listed on future agendas.  Ms. Kolupanowich requested that 
Dr. Kozak place the report in the weekly confidential so all the board members have the ability 
to view it. Mr. Chiarella noted the increase in student enrollment at the high school and 
cautioned board members to not allow political considerations to take prescient over district 
needs. Roll Call 10-0-0-0-0. Motion carried with the exception of Item BC- Business 
Administrators contract and Item BD-Assistant Superintendents contract.  
Ms. Arminio voted no on AI - Extended School Year Staff, BC- Business Administrator’s 
contract and BD - Assistant Superintendent’s contract and; 
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Mr. Braverman voted no on BC - Business Administrator’s contract, BD - Assistant 
Superintendent’s contract, BE - Board Attorney contract, and BI - non-certificated staff, Barbara 
Urban only and; 
Mr. Chiarella voted no on BC - Business Administrator’s contract, BD - Assistant 
Superintendent’s contract, BE - Board Attorney contract, BI - non-certificated staff and BQ - 
paraprofessionals and; 
Ms. Quarino voted no on BE - Board Attorney and recused on AG - Dempsi, AI - Fonseca, BC - 
Business Administrator’s contract, BD - Assistant Superintendent’s contract, BL- MacDonald 
and Nakash only, BA- Dempsey only, and BM - Fonseca only and; 
Mr. Russo voted no on BC - Business Administrator’s contract and BE - Board Attorney 
contract,  recused on BD - Assistant Superintendent’s contract, and abstained on BL - non-
affiliates, BP - certificated staff and BQ - paraprofessionals. The vote included the Jamesburg 
Representative where appropriate. A copy of the Personnel section of the Superintendent’s 
Report is attached to the official set of minutes. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Ms. Arminio that the members of the 
Board take a ten minute recess. Motion carried. 
  
BOARD ACTION 
A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Mr. Riback that Board Action Items A-W 
be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 10-0-0-0-0.  Motion carried with Ms. Arminio, Mr. 
Chiarella, Ms. Quarino and Mr. Russo voting no on Item W - appointment of district P.A.C.O., 
OPRA, and Qualified Purchasing Agent and Mr. Russo voting no on Item V - appointment of 
District’s Anti Bullying Coordinator and School Safety Specialist.  The vote included the 
Jamesburg Representative where appropriate. A copy of the Board Action section of the 
Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  
 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS 
A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Ms. DeMaio that Board Action Items A-OO 
be approved by consent roll call. Mr. Russo requested that in the future the Board be provided with 
the owner of the companies that are listed under professional appointments to ensure the company 
isn’t owned by a district employee. Mr. Gorski referred the request for a future discussion with the 
policy committee.  Ms. Arminio inquired about the need for another demographic study and 
requested that the new study be compared to previous one. Regarding Item F – Pupil 
Transportation Routes, Ms. Arminio inquired if the district receives accident history and employee 
vetting procedures for the drivers who handle the contracted routes. Mr. Gorski responded that the 
background checks are performed by the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey and he 
will call them to verify that information. Roll Call 9-1-0-0-0.  Motion carried with Mr. Russo 
voting no. The vote included the Jamesburg Representative where appropriate.  A copy of the 
Board Action section of the Business Administrator’s Report is attached to the official set of 
minutes.  
 

OTHER BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS  

A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Ms. Arminio to install Dr. Kozak as 

Interim Superintendent. Roll call 3-5-0-2-0 motion failed with Ms. DeMaio, Ms. Lang, Mr. 

Riback, Mr. Rutsky and Ms. Kolupanowich voting no and Ms. Quarino and Mr. Russo recusing.  

 

 

PUBLIC FORUM   - None 
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A motion was made by Mr. Chiarella and seconded by Ms. DeMaio that the members of the 

Board of Education appoint Steve Riback as temporary Board Secretary for the remainder of this 

meeting in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:16-1.1. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio opposing. 

 

Be It Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Township of Monroe hereby moves to go into 

Closed Session, in accordance with the Sunshine Law, Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975 

(N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 through 10:4-21), to discuss the following subject(s): 

 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying 

 Acting Superintendent Search/Deliberation Process 

 Personnel Matter  

Following closed session, action may be taken. The discussion conducted in closed session can 

be disclosed to the public at such time as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Riback and seconded by Ms. DeMaio that the members of the Board 

of Education go into closed session. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio and Mr. Chiarella 

opposing. 

 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 10:37 p.m. 

Returned to Public Meeting at 12:38 a.m. 

 

Ms. Quarino and Mr. Russo dismissed themselves from the meeting after the Harassment, 

Intimidation and Bullying discussion.  

 

A motion was made by Ms. Kolupanowich and seconded by Ms. DeMaio that the Monroe 

Township Board of Education appoint Robert Goodall as the Acting Superintendent of Schools 

in the Monroe Township School District, effective for the period from July 1, 2018 through June 

30, 2019, or until such time as a permanent Superintendent is appointed by the Board, whichever 

is sooner, subject to the following: (1) negotiation of an employment contract acceptable to the 

parties; (2) approval of the negotiated employment contract by the Middlesex County Executive 

County Superintendent in accordance with applicable law and regulation; and (3) approval of the 

negotiated employment contract by the Board.  The Board President and the Board attorney are 

hereby authorized and directed to take all necessary steps to implement this action by the Board 

of Education. Roll Call 6-1-0-0-3. Motion carried with Ms. Arminio voting no. 

 

PUBLIC FORUM - None 

 

 
NEXT PUBLIC MEETING 
 
Ms. Kolupanowich stated that the next public meeting of the Monroe Township Board of 
Education will convene at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 14, 2018. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
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A motion was made by Ms. DeMaio and seconded by Ms. Lang that the meeting be adjourned. 
Motion carried. The public meeting adjourned at 12:45 a.m. 
 

      Respectfully submitted, 

                                                    
      Michael C. Gorski, CPA 

                                                                        Business Administrator/Board Secretary   
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